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The rush that comes at the end of Second Term 

has once again caught up with us. Semester 1 

reports will soon be sent home to parents. These 

reports provide parents and students a good 

indication of their academic progress through the 

first half of 2019. I encourage parents to review 

the reports with their children, highlighting and 

celebrating areas of success and examining 

areas where improvements can be made. I also 

encourage parents to contact the teachers of their 

children, to work together, to ensure all students 

reach their potential at Margaret River Senior High School. 

 

We are getting a lot of families going on holidays during the term. Whilst, 

we understand that the taking of holidays is often beyond the control of 

parents, the absences due to these holidays has a significant impact on 

student learning. The school does not provide work for students who go 

on holidays and assessments that are missed can’t often not be caught 

up on. This is particularly pertinent for Certificate and upper school 

courses which will effect students’ final grades. Students who go on 

School, State or Australian representation are provided work and missed 

assessments are taken into consideration when their final mark is being 

determined 

 

We are currently working on our timetable for 2020. Mr Chris Buckland 

has visited all feeder primary schools and presented enrolment packages 

in Term 1 to students who have indicated that in 2020 they will attend 

Margaret River SHS in Year 7. If there are any parents who are yet to 

enrol their children, I would encourage them to do so as this will enable 

us to formalise offerings for this year group for next year. I thank parents 

for their assistance in this area. 

 

In two weeks, our Country Week teams will leave for Perth to represent 

the school in a variety of sports throughout the week. This is a great 

experience for the staff and students who attend this event and I would 

like to thank Mr Shane Joyce and the Country Week coaches for their 

efforts in organising teams for the week. It is fantastic to see that the 

number of students attending Country Week continues to grow. Best of 

luck to all our various teams and I am confident they will represent our 

school outstandingly. 

 

Enclosed in this newsletter is a parent Expression of Interest for a 

position on the Margaret River Senior High School Board. This is an 

important body at Margaret River Senior High School and I encourage 

parents to nominate for this role. 

 

Andrew Host 
  Principal 

  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2019—Term Two 

WEEK 8 

June 17th – June 21st 

Yr 11 WPL Country Week Students 

June 19th 

Parent Night, Yr 8, 10 & 11 

WEEK 9 

June 24th 

Yr 10 Immunisations 

June 24th – 28th 

Yr 11 Work Place Learning 

June 25th 

Chemistry Titration Stakes Yr 12’s 

Waterwise Excursion 

Yr 10 Drama Performance 

June 27th 

Yr 9 Drama Performance 

Yr 12 ATAR English Curtin Wkshp 

WEEK 10 

July 1st – 5th 

Country Week 

July 1st – 5th 

Yr 11 Work Place Learning 

TERM 3, WEEK 1 

July 23rd 

Students Commence Term 3 

July 24th 

Yr 12 English ATAR ECU Seminars 

July 25th 

EVATT Trophy Political Debating 

Yr 9 – 11 Councillors 

Yr 10 Informative Parent Night 

WEEK 3 

August 5th – 9th 

Year 10 Counselling 

August 6th 

SWSSWA Cross Country - Bunbury 

August 9th 

VET Yr 11 – 12 First Aid 



Expressions of Interest 

Expressions of Interest are called for a parent member for the Margaret River Senior High School Board. 

There is one position which will have a two year tenure. Please forward your Expressions of Interest outlining 

your skills and attributes in one page or less to:  

Mr Andrew Host 

158 Bussell Highway 

Margaret River WA 6285 

Or email to: margaretriver.shs@education.wa.edu.au 

by Friday the 26th July 2019. 

Financial Information 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Thank you to those that have already paid in full their Contribution & Charges or have made contact with me to 

set up a payment plan. If you haven’t done so please feel free to contact me via email 

Cristina.oliveira@education.wa.edu.au to set this up.  

Please note that charges that haven’t been paid will roll over to the following year. You may direct deposit any 

fee’s and charges to the School Bank Account, details as follows: 

BSB:  016-520 

Account: 1083 88617 

If you are using online banking and paying something specific please use a similar reference eg: CountryW xxx, 

Fees xxxx or Sydney xxx. 

Did you know that through the P&C your child is covered for 24 hour insurance? The P&C contribution is under 

the VAR (Voluntary Approved Request) . 

Cristina Oliveira 

Manager Corporate Services  

Rock and Water Program 

Rock & Water is a preventative Program, that is running from week 5 to week 10. Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 boys 

were engaged and attended vigorous training at the Margaret River Body Club. Students were connecting with 

each other, establishing boundaries, self discipline and self esteem. The boys were focused and greatly 

enjoying the Rock and Water Program. More information can be found on www.rockandwaterprogram.com.au/

program  

Wendy Coffey 

Rock & Water Instructor 

mailto:margaretriver.shs@education.wa.edu.au
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Student Absences 

Informing us about your child's absence from school 

The education act requires parents/guardians to inform the school as to why their child is absent from school within 3 
days of the absence. 

This can be done by one of 3 methods: 

1. Sending a note to the form teacher with your child 

2. Ringing Student Services on 9757 0745 or 9757 0795 

3. Sending an email to MargaretRiver.SHS.Absentees@Education.wa.edu.au 

4. Sending a note via the Connect site  

Should students need to leave during the school day for any reason, a parent or guardian can use the above methods 
to notify the school. All students are required to sign out through the Student Services Office. 

Should you have any queries please contact me on 9757 0720. 

Hetty Bogerd 

Deputy Principal 

 

You can now send an absentee note via the Connect site 

(connect.det.wa.edu.au) 

 Login to Connect using your P number and password.  

 Click on Send Absentee Note - sometimes it may 

take time to load.   

 Fill in the form checking the box of the name of your 

child, add the date(s) of absence and type a reason in 

the reason box.  You may then Upload any 

attachments such as medical certificates if required. 

 If you require help with using Connect or your 
Connect login please email 
Petra.Stene@education.edu.au 

Petra Stene 
ICT Coordinator 

School Build Update 

The current school build is progressing well. The farm buildings are now operational and the staff, contractors 

and students are re-establishing the vegetable garden, orchard, hydroponics and aquaculture programs. 

The gymnasium, general learning area and science block are due to be completed by the end of August this 

year. 

Once we occupy the new buildings the 16 transportable classrooms and offices will be removed from site. This 

will allow work to commence on the redevelopment of a small playing field. Work will include extensive 

drainage and new soil and turf. 

Additional works will continue on the Margaret River Education Campus to provide extensive car parking and 

drop off areas. Work will also be completed on the western side of Bussell Highway to provide more bus bays 

and drop off points for parents. A foot and cycle path will connect the school and M.R.E.C. 

We are looking forward to getting students into the new facilities and expect all works to be completed for the 

commencement of the 2020 school year. 

Merv McKillop 
Deputy Principal 

mailto:MargaretRiver.SHS.Absentees@Education.wa.edu.au
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School Build Update 

West Side of General Learning Area  

and Gymnasium 

Gymnasium 

Features large external undercover area, fitness centre, 
extensive court space and large operable doors. 

Science 

Includes 3 general science labs, 2 chemistry labs, 
preparation area, 2 S.T.E.A.M labs, covered external 

staircase and toilet block.  

 West Side of Gymnasium 

Includes undercover link to the general learning areas, 
staff office, change rooms, toilets and lockers. 

East Side of General Learning Area 

North Side of General Learning Area 

Features a large undercover area, 18 classrooms, 2 
staff offices, toilet block and covered external staircase. 



 

Farm News 

The vegie garden is coming along nicely; there was 

lots of garlic planted, as well as beans, peas, kale, 

lettuce, rocket, beetroot and carrots. Our new 

improved vegie garden is three times the size of our 

old one so plenty of produce to share with canteen 

and Home Economics. 

We have finished plumbing in the new aquaponics 

tanks and beds. First plantings of lettuce have gone in 

and we are about to purchase 200 silver perch for the 

fish tank. 

The ewes have started lambing and so far our new 

improved electrified fox fence is working a treat. The 

ewes were crutched a while ago before lambing and a 

few brave students had a go at learning how to 

crutch. Sheldon Smith was a natural. Zeb Barnett 

spent a week in the school holidays at Rylington 

Park, a sheep shearing school and learnt how to 

shear. There are great opportunities out there for 

students interested in shearing or working with 

sheep. 

Phasmids (stick insects), our stick insects have reached maturity.  Violet Longmore 

and Leif Fourie have been getting up close and personal with our girls.  The males 

died of old age a while ago and now the girls are busy laying eggs. 

Bel Howse 

Agriculture Teacher 

Year 10 Career Expo 

During Term 2, the Annual Career Expo is 

held at the Perth Convention and 

Exhibition Centre. It is always a privilege to 

take students from Margaret River Senior 

High School on this excursion, and 

encourage them to pick the brains of 

students, lecturers, employers and 

employees from universities, employment 

agencies, TAFE affiliates, the Australian 

Defence Force, dance, drama, music and 

creative academies, plus many more 

industries from all over Australia. From 

learning about courses in the classroom 

during career IT lessons, the Career Expo 

is a hands-on approach to developing an 

understanding of the opportunities available for students. A jam-packed and informative day for many. 

Emma Dziadulewicz 

VET and Career Development. Teacher 



Our school farm chickens are laying and we have plenty of delicious free range eggs to go around. The chickens 

have been laying big eggs meaning the minimum weight would no doubt be more than 750gms. Bring your $5 to 

the front office to get your hands on a dozen! 

  What does a meditating egg say? Ohmmmmmmmlet. 

Greenheart Ridge Free Range Eggs 

NAIDOC week runs from the 7th-14th of July and this year’s theme is Voice, Treaty, 

Truth. Let’s work together for a shared future. Celebrating the history, culture and 

achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.  NAIDOC (National 

Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee) is named after the first 

committee that was 

responsible for 

organising Australia 

wide activities.  

Nidja Noongar 

Boodjera Noonook Nyininy (This is Noongar 

Country you all are sitting in). The local area we 

all live in is traditionally called  Wadandi 

Country and Margaret River is called 

Wooditchup. Up on the end of a word denotes 

“place of” hence Yallingup is place of the caves, 

as Yelling is the word for cave. The language of 

the area is Noongar but each country has its 

own dialect. It has been suggested there are 

twelve groups making up the Noongar nation.  

I’d like to acknowledge the traditional owners of 

this land Wadandi / Pibulmun and their ongoing 

contribution. I pay my respects to Elders both 

past and present. 

 

Angela Ramirez 
Aboriginal Islander Education Officer 

Naidoc Week 



Wednesday, 19 June – Years 8, 10 and 11 

Our second round of Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on Wednesday between 4.00pm—6.30pm 

We are again using the PTO online booking system. Parents should have received an email or letter with their 

login details that will direct them to the website. 

 Any queries, please phone 9757 0700  

Parent Teacher  

On Tuesday, 14 May, the Year 11 Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation students spent time in the Boranup 

Forest scrambling through a series of restricted access caves. Prior to spending the day ‘spelunking’, the 

students spent time in classes learning how the Leeuwin Naturalist Ridge was formed, the mechanisms 

through which caves are formed, different speleothems (cave formations) and how they are formed, flora and 

fauna specific to caves in this region and how to minimise their impact whilst visiting the caves. 

The Year 11 students were given the opportunity to explore Nannup Cave, well known for its high level of cave 

decoration. They also explored Dingo Cave, regarded as the most adventurous restricted caves in the area 

incorporating an abseil entry down a solution pipe and plenty of squeezes through tight spaces. 

The excursion afforded the Year 11’s the opportunity to further address units of competency relating to 

abseiling, belaying, minimal impact practices, preparing for recreational activities and OHS. 

Many thanks again to Mick Dempsey of the Margaret River Climbing Co., whose presence allowed two caving 

instructors on site to facilitate concurrent cave visits in smaller groups, maximising the experience for all 

students involved. 

Stuart Kupfer-Hollis 

Certificate II Outdoor Recreation 

Year 11 Certificate II Outdoor Recreation Caving Excursion 



Year 12 Certificate II Outdoor Recreation Caving Excursion 

On Friday, 17 May, the Year 12 Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation students spent a day in the Boranup Forest 

completing their requirements for their ‘Caving’ and ‘Responds to Emergency Situations’ units of competency. 

The students spent time in classes revising speleology covered last year and personal and group planning for the 

excursion itself. 

The excursion was conducted at Brides Cave, abseiling into the large cave doline, visiting the cave and exiting 

via cave ladders with safety belays operated by students. After lunch break, the day culminated with an 

emergency response scenario in which a patient with a broken leg required stabilisation. The first aid and 

extraction from the cave used vertical rope systems set up and also manned by the students. This is a vital 

assessment tool that presents the students the opportunity to utilise a wide range of roping, belaying, first aid and 

emergency response skills acquired over the course. 

Many thanks again to Mick Dempsey of the Margaret River Climbing Co., whose presence allowed two caving/

roping instructors on site, ensuring the safety of all students involved at all times. 

Stuart Kupfer-Hollis 

Certificate II Outdoor Recreation 



Year 10 Information to Parents—Year 11 2020 

This time of year is a busy time for the Year 10’s as they start to think about their options for upper school. 

Your young adults have been busy in Career IT exploring these options and possible pathway plans for their 

future transition from schooling. 

The course options for Year 11 at MRSHS for 2020 will be found on the website after June 17th. 

In Term 3 we will have several important dates that will keep you informed of this process. 

On Thursday, 25 July (Week 1) we will have our second parent night in the School Auditorium at 6pm. We 

will revisit the key elements from the first session and then break into two groups – ATAR and VET pathways. 

Each Year 10 Counsellor will be at this night to introduce themselves and answer any questions. 

In Week 2 of Term 3 students selecting an ATAR pathway or courses will need to get recommendations signed 

off by the appropriate HOLA. 

In Week 3 to 6 each Year 10 student will have a counselling session with a staff member and parents to make 

course selections and discuss their individual pathway planning. The counsellor will call you during this time to 

make an appointment that is mutually agreeable. 

This process will be ongoing over Semester 2 and staff will be available to answer questions at any time. All 

course directed questions should go directly to their teacher or the HOLA of that area. 

Please contact us below if you have any questions regarding this counselling process.  

Kara Beecham (ATAR/WACE courses/subject counselling - 9757 0707 

Michelle Miller (VET/TAFE course/subject counselling – 9757 0777 

On Friday, 31 May we had over 220 enthusiastic and excited Year 5 primary students and their teachers from the 

Margaret River Region attend our annual ‘Destination High School’ event. 

The concept of this day is to provide the students with the opportunity to experience High School for a day and 

sample some of the diverse range of subjects on offer at Margaret River Senior 

High School such as farm visits, cooking, physical education, woodwork, 

metalwork, drama/dance, photography, art and information technology. The 

students were allowed a session in Virtual Reality (VR) and experienced art of the 

future as well preparing treats to take home. 

A huge thanks to our Year 7 peer support students who were nominated by staff to 

assist these students throughout the day. 

We would like to commend the Year 5 students on their positive attitudes and the 

primary school teachers for their support, both on the day and in the preparation, 

making the day a huge success for everyone. We are looking forward to welcoming these students to Margaret 

River Senior High School in 2021. 

Chris Buckland 

Year 7 Leader 

 

Destination High School 



 

This year has seen the Surf Academy students partake in many activities. 

Students have participated in regular Tuesday morning surfing sessions ranging in 

locations from Gracetown to Gas Bay. Students and parents have endured some 

frosty mornings of late but the enthusiasm is still red hot. We have also been 

doing Wednesday afternoon sessions where the focus has been on performance 

analysis, fitness and judging. Students have also competed in the school surfing 

competition and gone on a tour of the Margaret River Pro.  

Special thanks to the Food Room for keeping the students fuelled with delicious 

goods after the surfing sessions, Rotary for a commitment to funding for our Water 

Patrol for the next three years, STEAM committee for funding to purchase a high 

quality camera set up and Enrichment and Engagement committee for also providing funding towards our Water 

Patrol. Without this support the Surf Academy could not continue to operate as it is currently, we really 

appreciate it.  

 

Berin Sluiter 

Surf Academy Coordinator 

 

Surf Academy 

Jed Gradisen – Starting the school day  

Destination High School 

Chilly morning starts Our Coaches 



Art News 

Certificate III Events: Margaret River Pro 

2019 is the first year of an exciting new Arts course run by Amanda Gradisen. 

This Certificate III in Events offers students insights and links into many of the 

exciting community events our region promotes.  

In Week 5 of this term our Upper School Events students spent all of their 

lessons and many hours of their own time shadowing and supporting the 

organisation of the prestigious, international event; the Margaret River Pro 

Surfing WSL Event. 

Students shadowed key personnel including the event director and manager. 

They were present to witness this amazing event unfold from planning stages 

through to running and breakdown of the Pro. They attended the Climate Summit 

Meeting and spent many afternoons at the Skate Park Zone supporting Healthy 

Habitz activities held to entertain and engage local children. This experience 

satisfied the requirements of connecting with industry for this new course. 

Next Term: Arts Festival 2019 

Students and parents are reminded to save the dates for this year’s Arts Festival; Monday and Tuesday, 8 and 

9 of September. This year promises to be an exciting showcase of different artistic talents with a stunning lower 

school Visual Art Exhibition as well as the vibrant performance work of drama, dance and music taking to the 

main stage. The renovations at HEART Margaret River will add great excitement to our 2019 Arts Festival. 

Students wishing to audition musical items are encouraged to start preparation for this now. 

This sample of some of the art work that will be exhibited at our festival has been produced by the following 

students: Dipsy San Pablo Year 9 (Collage), Elise Pragnell Year 10 (Painting One), Claudia Mulvey Year 10 

(Painting Two) and Beau Seisun Year 8 (line Print). 

Meredith McCormack 

HOLA Arts 



Santa Laurensia Sister School Visit 

2020 Year 7 Enrolments 

Our recent sister school visit from Santa Laurensia was extremely successful with 
the Indonesian students and teachers commenting on how much they enjoyed 
visiting our school and staying with our host families. 

Over the weekend the students thoroughly enjoyed doing some activities with their 
host families and during school days they attended classes with our students. On 
Monday, 20th May they went on an excursion with their school buddies visited 
Margaret River Amaze’n, Jewel Cave, Margaret River Chocolate Company and 
Sunflower Animal Farm.  

The Indonesian students bonded with our students in a very short time and would 
like to stay in touch with their host families. Many said that they didn’t want to leave!  

On behalf of MRSHS, I would like to thank our host families, MRSHS students and 
staff and local businesses for their generosity in welcoming our Indonesian sister 
school students and staff. 

Angela McCoy 
International Relations Coordinator 

Enrolment packs for 2020 Year 7’s have been distributed to our local primary schools within the Shire of 

Augusta Margaret River. With the new build we are excited to have a new cohort of students in our school.  

The transition to a new school is an important time for parents, students and the whole school community. 

Parents who have children enrolling into Year 7 at Margaret River Senior High School in 2020 need the 

following documents returned to the school; Student Application for Enrolment form or Not Enrolling notification 

and Selection of a Language Course Sheet. There is NO automatic rollover of enrolment from the primary 

schools. The deadline for forms to be returned to the school was Friday, 14 June 2019, if there are still 

outstanding enrolments please return them to the school as soon as possible. These documents can be either 

returned by post in the self addressed envelope provided or delivered directly to Margaret River Senior High 

School’s front office. We look forward to welcoming you and your child into the Margaret River Senior High 

School community. Once your child is enrolled into our 2020 Year 7 cohort they will be invited to attend an 

Orientation Day. Orientation Day for Year 6 students is Term 4, Monday, 8 December 2019 and is an important 

transition day for the upcoming Year 7 students. The Orientation Day gives the students a chance to get a feel 

for the classes, the campus and high school environment. We encourage your child to attend. If you have any 

queries please do not hesitate to contact the school on 9757 0700.  

Chris Buckland 

Year 7 Leader 



Sisterhood - Semester 1 Update 

Sisterhood is about engaging our lower school girls in a positive, creative and nurturing space to foster 

friendships and resilience. We engage in discussions around current issues/challenges that face our young 

girls. Sisterhood is about activating and harnessing our beautiful girls’ potential and passions and supporting 

their personal, social and emotional growth.  

At Margaret River Senior High School we also have our Big Sister Program involving upper school girls in 

mentoring younger girls. Big Sisters help to organise sessions, facilitate small groups and share their stories. 

This has proved to be extremely valuable in engaging and empowering the older and younger girls, and further 

fosters the community culture of Sisterhood. 

Sisterhood is currently run 2-3 times per term. The program is facilitated by myself, School Chaplain, and Kristy 

Palmer, School Library Officer. This program is well supported by volunteers and sponsors from the 

community.  

Term 1 

Session 1: Intro to Sisterhood, Self-esteem survey and Topics of Interest survey, and awesome prizes 

donated from Bunnings Margaret River to coincide with our theme this year – GROWTH.  

Session 2: Launch of our Sisterhood Passions Project – encouraging girls to design 

their own affirmations and create merchandise for a charity. 

Session 3: Guest Speaker – Nakita Kitson (one of our English teachers) shared about 

her charity in Cambodia – Stellar Foundation. Plans discussed to support this charity 

with the merchandise from the Sisterhood Passions Project.  

 

Term 2 

Sessions 1 and 2: Mindfulness in May – Guest speakers from YWAM Perth shared about friendships and 

being true to yourself.  Girls participated in Mindfulness activities such as origami, mindful eating, yoga with 

Marian Grapes (HASS teacher) and colouring with Alana Wilkinson (English teacher). 

Sessions 3 and 4: to come! Journaling in June – gratitude journals and customised templates will be given to 

girls for personal reflection and expression. 

We’re thankful for; all the teachers who have supported Sisterhood so far this year, for Augusta News and 

NewsXpress Margaret River for their donations of Teen Breathe Magazine, Student Health and Wellbeing 

Committee at MRSHS and Bunnings Margaret River. 

Kathryn Seisun and Kristy Palmer 

YouthCARE Chaplain and Mentoring Coordinator and Library Officer 

https://www.stellarcco.org/


MRSHS SchoolTV—Digital Wellbeing Platform for Schools 

This month on SchoolTV - Positive Parenting 

Despite the best efforts of parents around the world, the reality is, there is no such thing as the ‘perfect parent’. 

However, arming yourself with the right information is a good start! 

Research shows, that one of the most important protective factors in the lives of young people, is a close 

relationship with a supportive adult. With the mental health of today’s young people being at an all-time low, it is 

simply not enough to parent effectively. Parents need to familiarise themselves with practical skills, knowledge 

and strategies when it comes to raising children. 

Many parents today are over-protective, resulting in children being less independent, unable to problem-solve or 

self-regulate. Parents are failing to set clear boundaries, which is unfortunately making kids feel less secure. 

There is too much pressure on kids today. Parents fill their days with too many activities in an effort to avoid their 

child’s boredom. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will learn what is the best approach for primary and secondary school aged 

children. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition, and we always 

welcome your feedback. 

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information 

or seek medical or professional help. 

http://margaretrivershs.wa.schooltv.me/category-latest-newsletter
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Community Noticeboard 

 $280 per 10 hours 

course. 

 $810 for 3 courses. 

 $150 per 5 hour 

Study Skills/ Essay 

Writing Course. 

 Add Study Skills or 

Essay Writing to any 

10 hr course/s and 

take $50 off the to-

tal fee. 

Enrol early to secure a place! If 

you enrol with full payment by 

Monday June 17, 2019 you will 

save 10% 



Community Noticeboard 

 

WAAPA Winter School 2019 
WAAPA at ECU is offering an exciting performing 

arts program for children and young people in 
years 1 to 12, these July school holidays.  

The Winter School includes classes in drama, 
acting, screen acting, film making and musical 

theatre.  
For information about the many courses on offer 

please visit: https://www.waapa.ecu.edu.au/
corporate-training-and-short-courses/explore-

short-courses  
or contact Gabrielle Metcalf  

at g.metcalf@ecu.edu.au or 9370 6775. 

Mums Raising Teen Boys: 25 June 6pm-8.30pm 

Mums Raising Teen Girls: 2 July 6pm-8.30pm 

$30 pp per workshop.  Concessions available. 

https://www.waapa.ecu.edu.au/corporate-training-and-short-courses/explore-short-courses
https://www.waapa.ecu.edu.au/corporate-training-and-short-courses/explore-short-courses
https://www.waapa.ecu.edu.au/corporate-training-and-short-courses/explore-short-courses
mailto:g.metcalf@ecu.edu.au
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